Development of a school nurse education model.
One reason that school nursing education programs vary from one geographic region to another is the difference in requirements for nurse certification by the different state boards of education. This has led to fragmentation and conflicting beliefs between the education and nursing communities about what should be included in a core curriculum. Changing family structure and health care needs of children today demand a more specific health focus in the education of school nurses. A recently-developed curriculum used the basic nursing core of a baccalaureate nursing program to identify the outcomes of school nurse education as specified by the professional bodies of the ANA and the NASN. The model incorporates only education course work that does not duplicate that in the BSN program.